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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy New Year Everyone! I sincerely hope you
have enjoyed the Holidays and are ready for all of
the adventures that 2020 will bring. Our unit has
many activities and events planned for this year.
Building a Kiosk, hosting another Treasure/Poker
Ride, Trail Maintenance, Trail Rides, Packing
Clinics, Dutch Oven Cooking, Adopt a Highway
Clean Up, and so much more. With plenty of
opportunities to volunteer, learn, and work with
some of the friendliest folks around this looks like
were in for some fun times.
Come to a meeting, or two, or eight – and bring a
friend. There’s strength in numbers and we need
to recruit some new members who share our vision
and purpose.
The start of a new year is a great time to check
your saddle and tack for wear and tear. Deep clean
your tack and condition it for its longevity, safety
and comfort for your horse or mule. Your cleaning
schedule depends on your usage. I like to wipe off
my tack after a ride so mud and dirt don’t dry and
become harder to remove later. Go easy on the
oil, a very light coat of it, two or three times a year
is usually enough, unless you swim a creek or are
caught in a downpour. Water pulls the oils out of
leather, so if your saddle gets soaked, that's a good time for an oiling. Clean your pads and
blankets too.
Don’t forget to check your trailer for wear and tear. Check the wooden floorboards, the ramp or
tailgate, divider for signs of rot. Also check the hinges, springs and latches to make sure they are
secure and in good working order. Replace any parts that are rotten, broken or missing. The
trailer hitch itself should be kept well lubricated and be checked for missing parts. Make sure the
chains are in good repair. The brakes should be checked every time the trailer is hitched making
sure they are in good working condition. When was the last time you checked your wheel
bearings? Correct tire pressure will make it easier to tow the trailer and will save wear and tear
on your tires. Replace any worn tires and make sure the pressure is correct. Don’t forget your
chock, jack, and spare tire too.
Lastly, remember to condition both your equine and yourself. Stretching and slowly increasing
the intensity of your rides will help to develop cardiovascular and muscular strength and
endurance. The stronger your horse or mule becomes, the lower the risk of injury and the less
soreness they’ll experience. That goes for humans too.
Even the most experienced of us can be caught up in a rush to get ready. A little prevention goes
a long way in cutting out unnecessary expenses and keeping everyone safe. I cannot wait to get
started – it’s going to be a great year.
Happy Trails
Charlie Cheek
President—Redshank Riders
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RSR Meeting Minutes DRAFT

General Meeting & Holiday Party December 1, 2019
At The Commons in Garner Valley, CA ~ 2:00 – 2:30pm

Members present:
Char lie Cheek, Nyna
Cheek, Cindy Hay, Doug Hay, Allison Renck,
Mike Lewis, Pebbles Lewis, Susan Blankenfeld,
Greg Bruce, Stacy Kuhns, Ron Lawson, Gretchen
Peckham, Jack Peckham, Tracy Bean, Cassidy
Bean, Cathy Haun Firth, Thomas firth, Susan
Kontoff, Marci Liefer, Susie Ferguson, Dan
Ferguson, Valeri Sexton, Susan Gonzalez, Carol
Connett, Karley Esparza, Kathy Lawson, Art and
Diana Inserra

 Greg, Gretchen, Jack and Mike brought
supplies up through La Quinta Cove.
 Greg, Mike and Jennifer Prado packed out to
Bear Creek Oasis
New Business
Election results for RSR officers for 2020 (all
officers were nominated, seconded and voted
upon)
 Secretary: Cindy Hay
 Treasurer: Nyna Cheek
 Vice President: Jack Peckham
 President: Charlie Cheek

President Charlie Cheek opened the meeting at
2:00pm. - Flag Salute
Announcement: Charlie recalled that this was an
amazing year for this unit, with lots of activities
and thanked everyone for their efforts and
participation.

Non-Elected positions for RSR Committees for
2020

Membership: Diana Inserra
Public Lands: None
Adopt a Highway: Cathy Haun Firth
Ride Coordinator: Gretchen Peckham &
Diana Sousa
 Education: Stacy and Tom Firth
 Newsletter Editor: Rhonda Strickland





Reports:

Secretary’s report: Cindy Hay
November minutes were sent to all members
in advance. No corrections were made,
Approved unanimously.
Treasures Report: Nyna Cheek
November 2019: No bank statement yet, so
report will be next month, however $7897.23
is the cash amount

Announcements by Char lie Cheek
1. Please update contact information
2. Please attend and contribute to meetings.
Should be an active year with a treasure ride
or poker ride coming up.

Membership Report: No report

 Need a new membership chair person

Next Meeting: Thursday, January 9, 2020

Adopt a Highway Report: Cathy Haun-Firth
 Difficult year for this activity because of the
weather, but had 2 highway cleanups.

Motion To Close The Meeting At 2:30pm By Jack P
and seconded by Pebbles Lewis

Public Lands Report: Allison Renck
No report
Education Report: Stacy Kuhns & Tom Fir th
The future kiosk, Quinn Flats, at the beginning
of Fobes Ranch Rd., will be similar as the
kiosk at Beauty Mtn.
Should have a lot going on next year.
Ride Coordinator Report: Gretchen Peckham
 Nothing scheduled at this time. Also a
difficult activity this year because of the
weather.
Agency Representative/Packing: Mike Lewis
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Volunteer Service Reporting
Stacy Kuhns with help from Larry Zauberis, Volunteer Hours Committee

Volunteerism is one of the most important activities Back Country Horsemen can use in our
effort to perpetuate enjoyable common sense use of pack and saddle stock in the
backcountry. A central point of our mission statement is to assist government agencies in
maintenance and management of public lands.
By using our time and resources, we help insure that public land remains open to recreational
stock use by earning a seat at the table where we can influence the decisions concerning
access to public lands by pack and saddle stock users. The value of being able to speak with
public lands managers from the position of having provided volunteer service cannot be
overstated.
It seems that while our members are more than willing to volunteer their time and energy to
maintain trails all across the country, many are reluctant to report the hours and expenses
incurred in that effort. The hours and value of volunteer service by Back Country Horsemen
is consistently underreported.
It is important to remember that the purpose our volunteer effort goes far beyond the
satisfaction provided by the trail work itself. The hours spent and expenses volunteered add
to the credibility of our collective voice in discussions with public land managers whether on
the local ranger district or in Washington D.C.
It is up to us at the unit level to track and report our service. Each unit should appoint a
Volunteer Hours Coordinator (VHC) or committee responsible for reporting the hours that
members work and other expenses they incur during their service.
It is important to understand that the value of the volunteer service goes beyond trail work
hours. It also includes time members devote to engagement in the management planning
process. Other reported expenses such as travel time, stock and equipment hauling and
donations in kind add to the value of our volunteer service.
BCH also tracks the impact of our volunteer service by tracking the miles of trail maintained,
both in Wilderness Areas and on other public lands. These numbers are essential in
discussions with legislators and public land managers as they demonstrate the significant
influence BCH is having on the maintenance backlog the USFS is experiencing under current
budget conditions.
Please get your completed UNIT total volunteer hours to State VP hour by February 1.
Please communicate with each other in the unit to make sure whoever is taking care of your
units volunteer hours have your information, typically it is the education chair.
(Continued on page 4)

3

January 2020 ~ Winter Is Here!!
(Continued from page 3)

State VP will then compile them all and get them off to BCHA. We want to make sure that everyone knows
materials are available on the BCH website for units to use to track volunteer hours and expenses. As a
committee, we worked hard to update the MS Excel workbook to be more user-friendly.
Please download and use these fresh materials from the BCH website at www.bchcalifornia.org/forms.html

If you need assistance with the worksheets, please contact your education chair for help.
Using the form provided on the website greatly aids us in creating a report that clearly expresses the nature
of all our volunteer efforts on our public lands.
WILDERNESS RIDERS- please submit them with your regular hours to the person in your unit collecting
hours… ALSO, send them separately to me with WILDERNESS RIDER HOURS in subject line.
Please feel free to contact me (stacykuhns@aol.com or call 909-633-1705 at any time if you have questions
concerning reporting your volunteer service.
Thanks so much for all your efforts!
The folks at National Geographic just did a solid favor for all the adventurous outdoor enthusiasts out there.
They put every US Geological Survey (USGS) topographical map from across the United States on one easy
-to-navigate site and made them easy to print out at home.
If you’ve ever gone hunting topo maps via the USGS, you know that it can be a bit of a pain because, not
only is finding the quad you’re looking for more difficult, the PDFs they have available aren’t formatted for
standard printer paper.
The National Geographic website solves both of these issues. First, the homepage greets you with a searchable, interactive map: all you have to do is search for or zoom in on the area you’re looking for. Then, once
you find your quad, just click on it and a printable PDF loads right up.
Finally, National Geographic added one more touch to their version: hill shading was added to each quarter
so you can better visualize the topography.
This isn’t going to be useful for all photographers, but if you’re a landscape or nature photographer in the
United States who likes to rough it, it makes finding and printing these incredibly detailed USGS maps a
breeze.
http://www.natgeomaps.com/trail-maps/pdf-quads - (via Reddit via Fstoppers)

Attn: Members
If you are interested in hosting a
trail ride please contact our Ride
Coordinator, Gretchen Peckham to
discuss it.
Email: ridecoordina-

BCHC has partnered with
Riding Warehouse to give our
members a 15% discount!
Ask your Unit Secretary for the
discount code!

tor@redshankriders.com

Ph.: 951-763-4249
www.bchcalifornia.org
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Redshank Riders
BCHC
P.O. BOX 383
Aguanga, CA 92536

Objectives and Purpose of the
Backcountry Horsemen of California
from the BCHC Bylaws


To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadows; to
advocate good trail manners.



To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation.



To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or management
plans related to government regulations of the backcountry.



To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those persons interested
in recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry.



To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on
backcountry trails.
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