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President’s Message 

In the past, I have just sent 
our unit report to the state 
with no thought of sharing it 
with the unit members but, in 
light of our many 
accomplishments this year, it 
was suggested I put it in our 
newsletter.  In fact, the 
suggestion was to make it the 
president’s message, so here 
it is. 
 

REDSHANK RIDERS UNIT REPORT FOR 2018 

Although our unit does not do any large projects, its members are 
involved in a wide variety of smaller projects and events throughout 
the year.  Because of our close proximity to both mountains and 
desert, our packers are providing support nearly 12 months a year. 
Mountains in summer and desert in winter. Added up they were on 
the trail providing pack support 28 different days last year.  They 
worked on four (4) wilderness log outs along with a number of 
PCTA trail projects.  They participated in five (5) different pack 
clinics in which our unit hosted two (2) and included leave no trace 
presentations.   
A couple of members were instructors on two saw training's, BCHC 
chainsaw and R5 Wilderness Ranger Academy crosscut. Redshank 
Riders hosted this year’s officers training and were instrumental in 
organizing our local National Trails Day and Public Lands day.   
RSR was well represented at this year’s Rendezvous with its 
members taking the lead on vendors as well as doing pack 
demonstrations, leave no trace presentations, to working the wine 
and cheese event. Two of our members are also taking lead on next 
year’s Rendezvous, (what were they thinking) with other unit 
members filling rolls as committee chairs.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Other things we were involved in includes adopt-a-highway, FSVA (Forest Service Volunteer 
Association) training, PCTA leadership training, PCTA partnership meetings. I think one of the 
most important services members provided was evacuation support in front of the Cranston Fire.  
Many days and nights were spent pulling animals from the fire's path, at times in the midst of falling 
embers. Not just horses and mules mind you but cattle, goats, chickens, dogs, and even cats.  It even 
went beyond the actual evacuation in that, the fire knocked out electricity for the entire area and left 
folks without a way to water animals, so some took in some of the displaced stock. We also have 
two Master Educators who continue to provide training for Wilderness Riders and anyone else 
interested in learning LNT / Gentle Use. Our members have also taken the lead in making our town, 
Anza, an official trail town (ATT). They have spent countless hours researching, mapping, meeting, 
and creating a non-profit organization and plan to continue this effort throughout the coming years. 
In conclusion, we enjoy an excellent partnership with our local Forest Service, BLM, and State 
Parks.  We are even close to signing a MOU our local County Parks.  
I have to say, I am very proud of the work and involvement of our members in projects, rides, and 
events, as well as being well represented at meetings with both county and state regarding the future 
of our trails.  You all have made my job much easier.  We all work for a common goal and, in the 
words of our 2019 Rendezvous theme, we are working toward “PRESERVING TRAILS FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS”. In fact, I would like to see us adopt this as our mantra. It kind of says 
it all.  
Also remember, officer elections will be held at our year end meeting in December, please step up 
and help make a difference. In closing, I repeat the words of John Muir in saying, “Of all the paths 
you take in life, make sure a few of them are dirt”. 
Your President, 
Michael Lewis 

(Continued from page 1) 
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ATTENDANCE:  MARY ANN PUETT,  ED PUETT, Thomas 
Firth, Cathy Firth, Robyn Prinzing, Valerie Young, Allison 
Renck, Carol Schmuhl, David Haddad, Charlie Cheek, Nyna 
Cheek, L Stanton, Robert Drewery, Susan Gonzalez, Greb 
Bruce, Jack Peckham, Michael Lewis, Pebbles Lewis, Diana 
Wilstermann, Stacy Kuhns, Gretchen Peckham,   

NEXT MONTH  - October 11, 2018 at the Little Red School 
House 

NEW FOLKS:  None 

REPORTS: 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  

Minutes read by  Mary Ann 

Moved by  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Nyna Cheek  

August 2018 

Beginning Balance - $5,905.95 

Revenue - $2,505.50 

Expenses - $107.00 

Net Gain - $2,398.50 

Closing Balance - $8,304.45 

$2300 from donated generator – need thank you note to out to 
Ron Cook and wife 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Carol Schmuhl 

 Memberships - 103 

 Families - 33 

 Individuals – 32 

Associates - 3 

 Patron - 1 

 Benefactor – 1 

Membership will had booth 

1 membership expired during August 

No new Memberships during August 

 

  BOOTH COORDINATOR: Rosie Grindle   

1) no report 

RIDE REPORT: Cindy Hay  (absent) 

1) no report 

PUBLIC LANDS REPORT:  Allison Renck  

Land and Water Conservation Act – Hope all have 
written letter and sent emails to Congressman.   
HR 1349 – failed in the House so they are attempting to 
send it through the Senate – KEEP THE BIKES OUT OF 
THE WILDERNESS. 
 

National Public Lands Day – the nation’s largest, single-day 
volunteer event for public lands, held annually on the 
fourth Saturday in September (9/29/2018).  NPLD brings 
together hundreds of thousands of individuals and 
organizational volunteers to help restore America’s 

Public Lands.  2018 marks the 25th Public Lands Day.   
Clean-up of all the bottles and fire extinguish and other 
debris shooters have left behind.   Tom will be absent 
and needs someone to fill in.  Mike Lewis can help.  9:00-
13:00 

EDUCATION REPORT:  Stacy Kuhns 

New BCHC Mascot has been presented at Pack Clinic– 
unnamed MULE 

LNT presented at Pack Clinic 
LNT for Treasure Hunt 
Move event (Pack Clinic) to cooler time of year 
Nothing to bring to the next state meeting 
 
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY REPORT: Cathy Haun-Firth’s  
1) Hopefully one more in September - TBA 
2)  
OLD BUSINESS: 

Need committee meeting for the planning of Rendezvous 
2018 – working on registration packet, Kids Packing 
competition 

4H Club Pack Clinic and then 4H’ers watched the prep for a 
Deer Springs Pack out 

Trailer Awning - $1425.91…voted that we purchase and have 
it installed.  Graphics on the Trailers – Susan Anderson 
says she is interested in doing this.  $300 was budgeted 
for this… 

Prep for year-end party – Jack working on forms/proof of 
insurance. Garner Commons is available and $$$ was 
budgeted for this item. 

Treasure Hunt – Thursday,  September 20, 2018 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Zane (mule) – running for Mayor of Anza.   One dollar per 
vote. 

“DONATE NOW” button on our website – Mike, Jack, Stacy 
or Rhonda will add to the website 

Unit to get swipe reader ($25-$50) to take credit cards for t-
shirts, etc. at events. Move to purchase the reader by Ed 
Puett and second by Pebbles Lewis…approved 

Elections and Officers – at End of the Year Party…keep it in 
mind 

The unit to have a Mascot uniform of our own.  Nyna 
Cheek to investigate and price. 

MOTION TO CLOSE THE MEETING AT 7:56 BY ED PUETT 
AND SECONDED BY CAROL SCHMUHL 

PRESENTATION – Movie  THREE MILES AN HOUR 

 

REDSHANK RIDERS GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

September 13, 2018 
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REDSHANK RIDERS GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

October 11, 2018  

Little Red School House, Anza CA 
7:00pm – 7:55pm 
 
Members present:  Michael Lewis, Pebbles Lewis, Carol 
Schmuhl, Charlie Cheek,  Nyna Cheek, Ruth Roman, Cathy 
Firth, Tom Firth, Robyn Prinzing, Doug Hay, Cindy Hay, Mary 
Litch, Ron Lawson, Jack Peckham, Gretchen Peckham. 
  
President Michael Lewis opened the meeting at 7pm. 
Reports: 
Secretaries report:  None 
Treasures Report: Nyna Cheek 

September 2018 
Beginning Balance - $8,304.45 
Revenue - $1,136.50 
Expenses - $1,023.75 
Net Gain - $112.75 
Closing Balance - $8,417.20 

Membership Report: Carol Schmuhl 
Welcome to new member Ruth Roman. 
Memberships – 67, # of persons - 97 
 Families - 30 
 Individuals – 32 
Associates - 3 
 Patron - 1 
 Benefactor – 1 
Booth at the Pack Clinic in Temecula, Winchester 

Western Store, was busy.  Applications and 
information were passed out. 

Membership booth at the Treasure Hunt will be located adjacent 
to the Registration Booth. 

No new Memberships during September 
Education Report: No report via Tom Firth or Stacy Kuhns 

(absent).   
Nyna Cheek reported that the New BCHC Mascots were 

named Hitch (male) and Diamond (female) 
Public Lands Report: Allison Renck (absent), Report via Tom 

Firth 
National Public Lands Day 
Hope to have a trailhead near Cary Road 
Cleanup on edge of Cooper and Seneca Roads 
Stacy wants to do a LNT presentation  
Mike reports there is an upcoming MOU with our 2 units 

and Riverside County Parks to clean up and reopen 
McCall park 

Adopt a Highway Report: Cathy Haun-Firth’s 
Date for cleanup December 1st, 0800, at the Chevron station 

Ride Coordinator Report: Cindy Hay 
No scheduled rides at this time 
Mary Litch is considering a ride for October 23rd, on the 

Pacific Crest Trail, from Hwy 74 to Gold Shot Mine.  6.5 
TO 7.5 hours, level 2 – 3 

Booth Coordinator Report: Rosie Grindle (absent) 
No report 

Old Business 

Awning will be installed on the trailer this upcoming 

Wednesday 

Ron Lawson secured the commons in Garner Valley for the 

Holiday Party December 2nd. 

Elections and Officers , think about next year 

President and Secretary needed 

Jack Peckham will continue to be the VP 

Treasure Hunt  

Less than 10 days away 

Still need auction items, deserts, tables, chairs, easy 

ups, traffic signs/cones, volunteers (especially for 

the setup on Friday) 

New Business 

Enrollment forms for emergency membership to air medical 

services for evacuation passed out by Nyna.  Forms will 

also be at the Treasure Hunt 

Unit report read by Michael.  Will be placed in the 

newsletter 

Clock painted by Rosie Grindle, to be raffled off at next 

meeting.  24 tickets sold so far. 

Cindy Hay volunteered to take minutes if needed for the 

remainder of the year. 

Next Month:  November 8, 2018  

Motion To Close The Meeting At 7:55 By Jack Peckham And Seconded 

By Tom Firth 

 

 

Please welcome out newest 

member, Ruth Roman 
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2018 Intern sponsored by BCHC 
Backcountry Horsemen of California (BCHC) made the decision to sponsor an intern to spend the summer 
with the Forest Service's Region 5 Pack Stock Center of Excellence.  This was the first time many of the 
units in BCHC worked together to contribute to sponsor an intern at the Center of Excellence.   The person 
selected for the intern position was Kristianne Morrison.  Everyone Kristianne worked with was very 
impressed with how well she did in the intern program.  Below you will find a report written by 
Kristianne on her experience in the program this past summer.  Shared by Bob Magee 

 
BCHC Internship Inyo National Forest 

By Kristianne Morrison 
 

I want to begin this article by giving a huge thank you to Backcountry Horseman of California, 
Backcountry Horseman of America and all the members who made this opportunity possible. A 
thank you to Agnes of the Eastern Sierra Conservation Core for making it all come together. Also, 
to Lee Roeser and Michael Morse from the Inyo National Forest for being the most outstanding 
mentors I have had. This internship was an amazing 
experience and I wouldn’t trade it for the world. I learned 
so many valuable things that won’t be forgotten. Not only 
did I learn about pack stock, I also learned more about 
myself as well, they pushed me to become better every day. 
The first week I spent on the job I attended a Wilderness 
Academy that showed me the ways to use and handle a 
crosscut saw and axe. My instructors also were members of 
Backcountry Horseman, Michael Lewis and Jack Peckham. 
They certified my crosscut training so I could use it on the 
trails. Bill Carter from BCHC took me out on the trails on 
my second week to clear down trees on the PCT. We also 
used rock bars and McLeod's to rebuild some washed out 
trails making it stable enough for the stock to cross. 

While working with the Center Of Excellence, I helped resupply many trail crews throughout the 
summer including the California Conservation Corps, American Conservation Experience, and the 
Eastern Sierra Conservation Corps. We packed out supplies to the trail crews every week. A 
normal day was picking up the food order, checking every single item, refilling propane tanks, 
and building the loads for the resupply heading out the following day. We packed in everything 
from eggs to a 50 gallon jungle can used for warming water. Also packed in their camp for 20 
people, with tools and camp gear when it began. When building the loads I learned how to pack 
items efficiently according to size and weight. The most important detail is to make sure the load 
is rattle proof. When we packed out, we also had trash and other items to bring out with us after 
the resupply. It was a great learning how to get the loads even without a scale, my human scale, 
my arms were pretty accurate by the end of the season. 

I’ve learned so much about trail work and different tools and methods to repair a variety of trails. 
A very important skill I learned was how to evaluate the trail to make sure is was safe and secure 
for riders and pack stock. I had the experience of crosscutting down trees, rock work, and building 
checks and water bars. I never knew how much work went into the trails we love so much until 
this summer, a lot of hard work is put into it. I was very happy to be a part of it, and I will carry on helping 

(Continued on page 9) 
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to maintain trails for all to enjoy. Michael has educated me so much on how the Forest Service protects and 
keeps our Wilderness thriving. I was also able to see firsthand how the pack stock helps during a fire. 

Michael and Lee run such a clean as well as organized operation from the hay, to the tack that goes on the 
animals. Lee Roeser has hand made every single pack saddle that goes on each mule, he taught me a lot 
about placing and repairs of the tack if something happened on a trail. I learned a lot about different hitches 
and knots, to tie down not only loads on the animals, but to  tie down hay and anything to a flatbed truck. 
The knots always came in handy. They taught me a lot about mules, things I never knew. They taught 
everything from medical care, to shoeing, to the way you carry yourself around the animals, and hauling 
stock. Their operation is very consistent, which I believe is key for not only the workers but the stock as 
well. Lee and Michael did an outstanding job making sure that I learned every aspect of the internship 
program. Oh, and I can’t forget about those mules, they were incredible. I definitely fell in love with every 
single one of those mules. 

This experience has definitely reinforced my drive to keep the wilderness thriving and these traditional 
methods alive. I rode about 1,000 miles throughout the Ansel Adams Wilderness and John Muir Wilderness 
on the PCT and the JMT trails during the season. This internship program has already opened up multiple 
doors for me to start my career in this field. 

The Pack Stock Center of Excellence is a phenomenal operation that should continue to have interns in the 
future from BCHC.  

(Continued from page 8) 
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Redshank Riders 

   BCHC  

P.O. BOX 383  

Aguanga, CA 92536  

Objectives and Purpose of the 
Backcountry Horsemen of California 
from the BCHC Bylaws 

 To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadows; to 
advocate good trail manners. 

 To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation. 

 To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or management 
plans related to government regulations of the backcountry. 

 To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those persons interested 
in recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry. 

 To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on 
backcountry trails. 


