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April President’s Message 

 First let me say how much I am enjoying being part of this unit. When I took this job I had no 
idea how challenging and fulfilling the work would be. We’ve only just started but we’ve 
accomplished so much already. We’ve made real progress with the BLM regarding the Beauty 
Mountain Wilderness (BMW), with the Forest Service regarding the Cahuilla Mountain 
Wilderness (CMW), and our plans for Trail Trials in June are moving forward nicely. It’s 
exciting to see it all coming together. 
 
I can feel the enthusiasm of the group growing. At our last meeting we had almost 30 members 
attend and the month before 25. I thank all of you for your participation and positive energy. 
This kind of enthusiasm is infectious and it inspires all of us to do and participate more. I 
know it has me pumped up more than ever and I’m having a blast. I’m riding and packing 
more than ever, making some great new friends, and to top it off, I’m feeling good about the 
work we’re doing. On that note I’d like to bring everyone up to date on our progress and 
current status: 
 
Cahuilla Mountain Wilderness 
Our group has a long history of commitment to this area and the Forest Service knows this. 
Now that it is a newly designated wilderness the FS needs us more than ever. Not having the 
ability to use any motorized tools to manage and maintain the trails makes their job much 
harder and makes our commitment to this area all the more important. I for one feel that we, as 
citizens of this community, have a responsibility to do our part to maintain this area. If not us, 
then who? 
 
Recently I had a chance to ride up Cahuilla with Forest Service representative, Andy Smith to 
survey the trail. Andy is a true outdoorsman who cares about our forests and is dedicated to 
keeping them maintained. During our ride together I renewed our commitment to Cahuilla 
and once again pledged our help to keep the trails maintained. In return he has committed 
some precious FS resources to some badly needed trail maintenance on Cahuilla. In April he is 
bringing in a CCC crew for four days to repair the “Steps” and the rocky, ledgy parts of the 
main trail. It’s a lot of heavy duty rock work and frankly we’re lucky the FS is stepping up. 
 
Our commitment is to do some brushing and clearing of deadfall on the upper trail, and also to 
help the CCC crew to pack their tools up the mountain. We are scheduling Friday April 16th for 
our part of this project. We will be riding up and working our way down. Depending how 
many can help it shouldn’t take more than a few hours. 
For those of you who have not had a chance to ride up Cahuilla, I encourage you to get up 
there and ride it. It’s an easy 3-4 hr round trip ride and it’s absolutely beautiful. If you want to 
get a real birds-eye view of the valley, it’s the place to go. I feel like a broken record, but I’ll 
say it again; we are so lucky to have places like this to ride to right in our own back yard….. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Take a look around you and in any direction there’s a place to ride, from the desert of Borrego to the alpine of San Jacinto…. We 
are truly blessed. 
 
Beauty Mountain Wilderness (BMW) 
During this past month I also had a chance to spend time with BLM representatives as they surveyed the BMW boundaries. It 
was a good chance to exchange some thoughts on what the plans are for this new wilderness and to express our commitment to 
participating in developing it so that will always be accessible. They appreciated that commitment and welcome our 
involvement. 
 
Meanwhile trail maintenance in the BMW continues at a frenzied pace. Tom Firth has made it his mission to keep these trails 
alive and I for one am behind him 100%. There is also a new parking / staging area at the Sycamore Springs Trailhead, which for 
now is the easiest and most convenient staging point available to get into the BMW, the first of several we hope. We have also 
begun mapping the trails by GPS, not only for our own use and for posterity’s sake, but to document the existing trails for the 
BLM, who for whatever reason, did not map them prior to it becoming wilderness. This is a good example of why it is so 
important for our group to be involved in the development process with the BLM. The BLM simply doesn’t have the resources to 
keep the trails open for us. Without our input and efforts in maintaining these existing trails nature would reclaim them and they 
would soon be forgotten. I know that’s not the legacy our generation wants to leave for the next, so I say again, if not us, then 
who? 
 
Want to know how you can help?.... Get in there and ride it... Then get your friends in there to ride it with you. The more we use 
this area the more important it becomes to the governing agencies to keep it open. Simple as that. 
 
I am including a map of the Culp Valley Loop Trail, prepared by our own Mike Lewis, in this newsletter. A group of us rode it on 
Valentine’s Day and had a great day’s ride. It is the first of many trail maps to come for this area. Print it out and get out there to 
see for yourself what a great place this is to ride. There is year round water for your stock and lots of beautiful country to see and 
if you need someone to ride with, call me, I’ll go with you!  
 
GPS Training 
We now have a date for our hands-on GPS training class. On April 11th 5:00 pm Chris West will be teaching GPS 101 at Tom 
Firth’s home in Terwilliger . He will cover basic operations of tracking and setting way-points, also on how to interface the data 
to your computer so that you can print out maps like the Culp Valley Loop map. We’ll also do some hands-on stuff outside. 
Maybe do a little geo-caching in Tom’s back yard. Bring your own GPS and any questions you have, It’s sure to be fun and 
informative. 
 
Odds and Ends 
This month’s unit meeting will be on Sat. April 10th, at my place, Tule Creek Ranch (see flyer on page 8 for info & map). Prior to 
the meeting there will be a ride into the BMW that will start at 10:00 am. (in the saddle). (see flyer on page 9 for info) We will be 
riding the Cabin Spring Trail (see attached trail map) which is approx 9 miles. It has a lot of elevation changes, so your horse 
should be fairly fit. FYI, on a scale of 10, we’ll give this one about a 6-7 w/ maybe an 8 here and there.….. If you can’t make the 
ride the pre-meeting barbeque will be at 6:00 pm. We’re going to do another potluck, same format as last month’s. Main course 
will be pulled pork.  
 
Spring has sprung and it’s time for some fun so please come on out and join us.  That’s all I’ve got for now. I apologize for being 
so long winded. Thanks again for all the positive energy and enthusiasm. It’s a shot in the arm for me and for all the others in our 
group who are working hard to keep the Redshank Riders ‘in the game’. Please come on out and ride with us April 10th. I think 
you’ll be glad you did. 
 
“The New Guy” 

Bob Jones 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Minutes: March 10th Board Meeting 
 

 Meeting called to order at 8:00 P.M. via phone 
conference 
 Bob Jones, Teri Baron, Chuck Streeter, Robyn 
Prinzing 
 Budget approved, meeting adjourned at 8:20 
PM 
 Treasurer’s Report:  As of March 24th, we have 
$3,366.59 in the checking account. We spent $530 on 
Rendevous expenses, and received $71 in income for 
dues rebates from the State. The final 2010 budget was 
approved by the Board via teleconference call.  The 
budget projects $8,900 in income and $5,769 in expenses. 
If you would like a detail of this, please email me (Teri 
Baron) and I will send you a copy of the budget. In 
addition, while the Board did not budget for any sort of 
an emergency fund, it was recognized that the Board 
would authorize some use of funds in the event a 
catastrophic emergency arose and we would like to 
keep a cushion in the bank for just this sort of event. 

 
 

Minutes: March 11th Membership 
Meeting 

 Dinner meeting at Teri Barons’ house, 6:00 P.M. 
– 8:30 P.M. 

 7:19 meeting started, no minutes read 

 Cahuilla Mtn. Bob Jones talked about meeting 
with Andy Smith, Forest Service rep. Discussed 
placing CCC crews to work in that area. Bob Jones 
taking Andy up to area via horseback to survey the 
area. 

 Bob encouraging anyone interested in learning 
how to pack and be involved with the pack 
support, to get together with him or other packers, 
help is appreciated. 

 Bob met with BLM reps Jennifer Taylor and 
Matt, looked at access points at Sycamore Springs 
trail head and trails off of Truck Trail near 
Terwilliger. Discussed further development of 
access area at Sycamore Springs Road going into 
the BMW. 

 Trails mapped via GPS by Mike Lewis, have 
been transferred on maps, and submitted to BLM. 
The acknowledgement and acceptance of this info 
takes us closer to having mapped trails accepted 
by BLM. 

 April 24th, Norco trail trials coming up. March 
20th PCT Gorillas working on PCT at 74 and PCT, 
volunteers welcome. San Diego BCH unit riding in 
BMW with us on April 3rd, barbecue/camping, etc. 

Trail trials discussed by Audrey and Stacey, date 
set for June 12, ACTRA and June 13th CHSA. 
Looking for volunteers to judge, contribute items, 
help with this event. 

 

Ron Korman, Forest Service Equestrian volunteer 
coordinator spoke about equestrians patrolling 
trails and reporting back to F.S. How to qualify for 
trail patrol via horsemanship evaluation, 6 hours 
total on May 1st and May 8th in Idyllwild. Need for 
lots of help with trail maintenance with CCC, 
PCTA, FSVA, BLM. 

 

Sam Commarto of the PCTA, he is the association 
rep. for area that  that covers the border with 
Mexico all the way up to the I-10. Mission is to 
protect, promote, preserve the PCT. He wants to 
get to know the users of the trail, what makes a 
trail equestrian friendly, etc. Appreciates help in 
packing in crews that work on trails, discussed 
dates of upcoming projects, passed out literature 
and maps regarding the PCT. Passed out volunteer 
profile forms. 

 

March 27th, tentative date for work near Fobes, end 
of April in Chihuahua Valley. 

 

CCC is funding work in the San Jacinto state park, 
26 weeks of crew work. 

 

Acknowledged membership drive award to Teri 
Baron  and gave her the jacket she earned. 

 

 Total attendance included 27 people including 
members, guests, speakers. 
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Do you have pictures from a ride, an event,  a great animal story or joke that you would like to share? 
Let’s put it in the newsletter. Your input is always appreciated!!  

Email me at editor@redshankriders.com 
Rhonda - Newsletter Editor & Webmaster 

RAMONA TRAILS ASSOCIATION 

FUND RAISER 
Spurs, Spokes & Sneakers – Historic Warner Ranch 

 

Great Trails, Catered Lunch, Raffle, Silent Auction & Tack Sale 
Saturday, May 1, 2010  

Bike, Hike, Hang-out, or Ride  
For further information or to make a donation, please contact:For further information or to make a donation, please contact:For further information or to make a donation, please contact: 

Terry J. - 760 789 5185 tlh9749@yahoo.com   Teri K. - 619-925-5008 ramonaranch@yahoo.com  
Deb S. – 760-443-0809 bigschottranch@hotmail.com 

COWBOY CODE OF ETHICS 
Adapted from RIDING TALL IN THE SADDLE 

by Angel Vigil 
� A Cowboy Has Courage 

� A Cowboy Keeps His Word. 

� A Cowboy Never Talks Down to Anyone –if one rider dismounts, the other does too. 

� A Cowboy is Respectful to Women. 

� A Cowboy Offers Friendship to Strangers. 

� A Cowboy Does Not Complain. 

� A Cowboy Is Loyal. 

� A Cowboy Will Risk His Life to Save His Partner. 

� A Cowboy Never Asks Another Cowboy About His Past. 

� A Cowboy Unbuckles His Gun Belt & Removes His Spurs Before Entering Another’s Home. 

� A Cowboy Renders Assistance Whenever He is Asked. 

� A Cowboy Settles His Horse Before He Sits Down to Dinner. 

� A Cowboy Never Talks Rudely in Front of a Woman and Always Tips His Hat. 

� No Whiskey With the Wagon – no drinking on the trail. 

� Wake a Man by Speech, Not by Touch – startling a man from slumber may end in your death. 

� When Riding Up to a Ranch or Homestead, a Cowboy Shouts Out “Hello to the House” to Make His Presence Known 
- He will stay on his horse until invited to dismount. 

� When Meeting Another Rider on the Trail, Speak and Pass On, To look back means one rider does not trust the other. 

� Never Wave to Another Rider on the Trail – it might spook the horse. 

� When Approaching Another Rider From Behind, Give a Shout. 

� A Cowboy Does Not Cut in Front of Another Rider on the Trail. 

� When a Cowboy Sees Strangers on the Trail He Rides Straight Toward Them and Greets Them. 

� A Cowboy Takes His Place on the Trail Drive and Ends the Day in the Same Place. 



We would like to welcome our New members to Redshank Riders and look 
forward to meeting them in the coming months 

 

 

 

We would also like to thank our renewing members for their continuing 
support. 

 

 

Due for renewal?  Let us know if you have not received your renewal 
notice. 

 

REDSHANK RIDERS  
UNIT MEETING 

Next unit meeting:  Saturday April 10th 
Potluck @ 6:00 PM at  

 
Bob & Robyn’s Tule Creek Ranch 

 
General Meeting   

After Potluck 
See info & map on page 8 

Beauty Mountain Wilderness Ride 

Saturday, April 10th  

See info & map on page 9 

 

ACTHA CTC Trail Ride Challenge  
Saturday,  June 12, 2010 

 
CHSA Trail Trial 

Sunday-, June 13, 2010 
Download the forms at 

www.RedshankRiders.com 

Mary Ann Kiger 
Holly Landon 

Rita Rodriguez 

Dick Price Fred Zadick 

Bill & Sue Best 
Janet Burns 
Angela Clark 
Ben Bledsoe 

Barbara Gronek 
Bert & Barbara Hayden 
Gail McCreight 
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WE LOVE HAPPY ENDINGS! 
Well, I really believe everything happens for a reason and adopting Honey was my fate in life I guess. So, I adopted her 3 
weeks ago, brought her home and scheduled to have her spayed on March 
18th. 
 
As it turned out, she was pregnant. We didn't know how far along, just 
assumed she got knocked up by some other stray dog when she was out 
wandering the streets before animal control picked her up. I still wanted to 
go through with the spaying and abort the pregnancy (thinking she was only 
about 3 weeks along and who knows what other dogs had bred with her). 
 
Well, when the vet opened her up, she had 7 full term, perfect yellow lab 
pups inside. So the vet couldn't kill them and she decided to save them. 
Afterwards she called me and I was thrilled. She was fully prepared to keep 
the pups and care for them if I didn't want them, but of course, I did. 
Unfortunately 1 puppy didn’t make but I am the proud Mom of 6 lab pups and Honey loves them so much. 

As told to Rhonda Strickland by Stevie Somes 

GPS 101 

Sunday April 11th  5:00 pm 

Learn how to use your GPS to track trails, mark 
waypoints, and interface with your computer 

 

Directions to Tom & Kathy Firth’s House 

58395 Ramsey Rd 

 

371 to Kirby Rd., south to Terwilliger, go to end and 
turn right on Ramsey, go ¼ mi to Ramsey Ln, turn left 
to first gate on right 
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Packer’s Corner 

Story & Photos Submitted by Bob Jones 

On March 10th Mike Lewis and I packed out supplies and tools for the PCTA crews working on the PCT between Warner Springs 
and Chihuahua Valley. After waiting a few days for a break in the weather to get in there we finally headed out. The sun was shining 
and it looked like it was going to be a nice day. WRONG! By the end of the ride 30 mph winds were blowing sleet straight in our 
faces and temperatures had dropped to well below freezing ass cold. I’m not sure what that is in Fahrenheit, but Mike and I were 
looking at each other like we were nuts…. Lucky for us the animals didn’t let us down and so we survived to pack another day. In 
the end it was a day Mike and I will remember a long time. 

 

On March 27, weather 
permitting, we are scheduled 
to pack in another PCTA 
crew to the  Apache Peak 
area above Garner Valley 
and then back out April 
5th….. The next packing date 
is scheduled for pack-in 
April 28th, pack-out May 5th. 
They are working around 
the weather and snow 
conditions, so exactly where 
their crews are going to be 
working is still up in the air. 

 

The offer still stands that 
anyone interested in helping 
out is more than welcome. 
Whether you have a pack 
animal or not, come ride 
with us, lend a hand, and get 
some experience under your 
belt. For my money, there is 
no better way to travel in the 
back country and this is a 
great chance to start learning 
how it’s done. 

We had a fabulous turnout for the 
Potluck / March unit meeting.  It 
was held at Teri Baron’s lovely home 
in Garner Valley. 

27 members, guests including 2 
speakers attended. 

 

We are doing a potluck meeting 
again,, this time on Saturday, April 
10th. 

Info & flyer(s) on page 8 & 9 

 

Photo supplied by Teri Baron 



April 2010 

Apr. 2-4 Beauty Mountain Wilderness Overnight with San Diego Unit 
Apr 10th BMW Ride and RSR Potluck & Unit meeting  
Apr. 10th Lake Cahuilla Equestrian Campground workday  
Apr. 10th  Wildflower Rides* contact  Kathy Burleson  
Apr. 11th GPS 101 Class (see info page 4) 
Apr 16th Cahuilla Mountain Trail Cleanup  
Apr. 17th Wildflower Rides* contact  Kathy Burleson  
Apr. 24th CottonWood Canyon Ranch  - Morongo Valley* (contact 
RCHA for info 
Apr. 24 ACTHA - American Competitive Trail Horse Association trail 
ride (Santa Ana River Unit)* 

 

May  2010 

May 1st Spurs, Spokes and Sneakers* (RTA even) 
Anza Ride date TBA 

June 2010 

Jun 5th Garner Valley Ride 
Jun 12  ACTHA CTC Trail Ride Challenge  
Jun 13 CSHA Trail Trial 
 
 
 
Ride Coordinator: Allison Renck (951) 763-0374 

Please note: Items with an ( * ) by it are not Redshank Riders events and therefore may not be a BCHC affiliated event. 
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Since we had such a successful meeting in March, we are going to do it again! 

Potluck/Meeting: Saturday, April 10th @ 6:00pm.  Meeting to follow potluck 

Potluck information: 

Pulled pork main dish will be supplied (yummy!)  The following should be brought according to your last 
name for everything else: 

 A - I     Side dish, veggies, bread, salad 

 J- R Appetizers 

 S-Z  Desserts 

Sodas, coffee and water will be available.  BYOB  

 Meeting Location:  The home of Bob Jones & Robyn Prinzing  – Tule Creek Ranch.   See map below.  No address so 
set your GPS to the intersection of Sycamore Springs Rd. and Blackbush Rd.  
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RIDE BEFORE THE REDSHANK RIDERS MEETING APRIL 10TH 

This month’s unit meeting will be on Sat. April 10th, at my place,  Prior to the meeting there 
will be a ride into the BMW that will start at 10:00 am. (in the saddle).  

We will be riding the Cabin Spring Trail (see maps) which is approx 9 miles. It has a lot of 
elevation changes, so your 
horse should be fairly fit. FYI, 
on a scale of 10, we’ll give 
this one about a 6-7 w/ 
maybe an 8 here and there. 

 

If you can’t make the ride the 
pre-meeting barbeque will be 
at 6:00 pm. We’re going to do 
another potluck, same format 
as last month’s. Main course 
will be pulled pork. (see 
meeting flyer page 8) 

Spring has sprung and it’s 
time for some fun so please 
come on out and join us. 

 

 

 

Call  

Bob  Jones 

with any  

questions: 

(951) 

445-3890  

  



RedShank Riders 

   BCHC  

P.O. BOX 383  

Aguanga, Ca 92536  
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